[image: CEPO]Community Empowerment for Progress Organization

Pre-Elections Domestic Observation

5th Report
[image: ]


















The Sound Step towards Voter Registration



3rd November, 2026
Executive Summary
South Sudan’s leadership continues to face significant challenges in organising the country’s first-ever general elections since gaining independence from Sudan in 2011. The anticipated national elections are taking place within the broader context of a political transition from conflict to peace following the outbreak of civil war in December 2013.
On the 2nd November, 2026, the leadership of the National Elections Commission deliver the first voter registration materials[footnoteRef:1] to the Central Equatoria State Elections High Committee. This is first step for demonstration of concrete actions towards actualization of the country preparedness for holding national general elections as schedule for 22nd December, 2026  the officials and leadership of the Central Equatoria state Election High Committee and the sample of the citizens representatives’ mainly youth, civil society, women and traditional leaders/chiefs invited to witness the deliverance of the voters registration expressed impression and demanded fast-tracking of the voters registration process   [1:  https://eyeradio.org/nec-delivers-voter-registration-materials-to-central-equatoria/https://panafricanvisions.com/2026/11/south-sudan-moves-closer-to-historic-elections-as-voter-registration-materials-arrive/ 
] 

As the country moves closer to the scheduled general elections on 22nd December 2026, citizens are expected to encounter an increasing volume of political information disseminated through various media platforms, including social media, television, radio, print outlets, and digital streaming services. Much of this content will be designed to influence public opinion and voting decisions. Consequently, it is essential for voters to critically assess the credibility and accuracy of the information they receive.
Given that registered voters will be required to cast their ballots in person, access to accurate and reliable information is crucial to ensuring informed electoral participation. Elections are a cornerstone of democratic governance, providing citizens with the opportunity to influence how they are represented and governed. However, this democratic right can only be exercised meaningfully when voters have access to factual, balanced, and trustworthy information.
The decisions made at the ballot box have far-reaching implications for national development and public welfare, affecting issues such as the economy, healthcare, education, security, infrastructure, and environmental policy. Therefore, voters must clearly understand their rights, responsibilities, and legal requirements throughout the electoral process. Equally important is the need for citizens to familiarise themselves with the policies, programmes, and positions of political parties and candidates so that their choices reflect their interests, values, and aspirations for the future of South Sudan[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://civicdesign.org/information-gaps-can-become-lost-votes/ ] 

1. Brief Background Information 
Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) deployed domestic observers for the pre-election’s stages for the country preparedness for holding first national general elections scheduled for December 2026. The pre-elections domestic observers were trained on pre-elections observation standards. This report is the 5th Pre-elections domestic observation report with specific focus on the deliverance of the voter registration material by the national Elections Commission to the Central Equatoria State Elections High Committee dated 2nd November, 2026 in Juba    
2. Methodology of the Domestic Observation 
Team of two trained domestic observers were assigned to observe the deliverance of the voter’s registration materials by the National Elections Commission to the Central Equatoria State Elections High Committee. The trained domestic observes generate the data for this domestic observation report through filling a developed standards questionnaire tool. Additionally, the two domestic observers conducted key informant interviews and general observation of voter registration materials       
3. Observation Findings.
a) Voter registration is a fundamental prerequisite for candidate eligibility for the offices of President, State Governor, and Chief Administrator.
b) The National Elections Commission’s distribution of voter registration materials to states and administrative areas fell behind the legally mandated schedule; however, it established a necessary foundation for the electoral process.
c) The required standard materials for authentic voter registration were officially handed over to the leadership of the Central Equatoria State Elections High Committee.
d) There is an urgent need for properly coordinated and accurate dissemination of voter information in Central Equatoria State.
e) Political parties seeking elected representation must acquire accurate voter information to effectively inform their members and campaigns.
f) Unrestricted and well-supported engagement from civil society and the media regarding voter information is urgently required.
g) Strategic investment in inclusive voter information is essential to ensure the meaningful participation and representation of persons with disabilities.
h) The National Elections Commission and Elections High Committees must proactively prevent misinformation and disinformation related to voter information. Verification and fact-checking are paramount for ensuring meaningful voter participation.
i) Voter information initiatives must intentionally target women, youth, and persons with disabilities.
4. Recommendations/Way forward  
a) The National Elections Commission and Elections High Committees should immediately orient political party voter information focal points, civil society organizations, and the media on accurate voter information. This should include the provision of officially produced voter education materials.
b) Political party voter information focal points, civil society organizations, women activists, youth leaders, disability rights champions, and the media should immediately undertake effective and timely efforts to provide accurate voter information to citizens.
c) The National Elections Commission and Elections High Committees, alongside political party focal points, civil society organizations, women activists, youth leaders, disability rights champions, and the media must prioritize combating voter misinformation through rigorous verification and fact-checking.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack][image: ] Conclusion: Why Accurate Information Matters.
South Sudan’s first-ever national general elections require a robust and effective voter information and civic education campaign. Given the limited timeframe available for public awareness activities, the country’s linguistic diversity, and relatively high levels of illiteracy, the timely dissemination of accurate electoral information is critical. Providing voters and candidates with clear, reliable, and accessible information contributes significantly to promoting meaningful, peaceful, and informed participation throughout the electoral process.
The importance of accurate information extends beyond the presidential election, which typically receives the greatest level of media attention. Elections for state governors, as well as state and national legislative assemblies, often have a more direct impact on citizens’ daily lives and the development of local communities. These elections influence critical issues such as education, healthcare, public services, infrastructure, and local governance. Despite their significance, voters frequently have less access to information about candidates and policies at these levels, making them more vulnerable to misinformation and disinformation.
When misinformation influences electoral choices, the consequences can be immediate and far-reaching. False or misleading information can distort public understanding of key issues, manipulate public opinion, and undermine citizens’ ability to make informed decisions. As a result, electoral outcomes may not accurately reflect the genuine will and interests of the people.
Democracy thrives when citizens participate actively and make decisions based on credible and factual information. In contrast, misinformation weakens democratic institutions by eroding public trust, polarising communities, and compromising the integrity of the electoral process. Ensuring that voters have access to accurate, timely, and impartial information is therefore essential for safeguarding the credibility of South Sudan’s elections and strengthening the country’s democratic transition
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